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paper literature, he is able to affirm that until October 1790 there is hardly a case in which open profession was made of republican principles. Then a little republican agitation grew up and died down in the Pans press The Constitution was accepted, the Constituent Assembly was dissolved, the Legislature met, war was declared, and there was still no mention of a republic Robespierre professed his fidelity to the monarchical Constitution. Vergniaud and his Girondms were anxious for office under the Crown. It was never bieathed in the Press that the throne must be overturned. The thing came with the shock of a thunderbolt. After the storming of the Tuilenes on August 10, there was only one course open; and it was taken on September as, the day when the guns at Valmy apprised Goethe that a new era had dawned upon the world.
It is in his tieatment of Danton and the Tenor that Lord Acton parts company with M. Aulard. The French historian is a strong Jacobin and a zealous admirer of Danton, in whom lie discerns the force, the courage, and the statesmanship which saved France at the crisis of her fate Lord Acton cannot help remembering a ccitain story which used to be told by Louis-Philippe and may be found in one of Tame's foot-notes. The .son of Philippe Egahtc, who had been fighting on the fionticr, was accosted by an ogre of a man in the room of Set van, the Minister of War, when the massacre of September was a fresh event The ogre was Danton. He had heard that the lad had been denouncing the atrocities, and closed his lips with the peremptory avowal, * C'est moi qui les ai faits'. Danton'a patriotism is beyond dispute; and the founder of the Republic must always occupy a conspicuous place in history. He had no sympathy with the levelleis; he saw the folly of <i general crusade against the naonarchs of Europe; he was a strong man who wanted and made a strong government If ho countenanced terrorism, it was for patriotic ends, not foi party advantage; but an accomplice m murder, however able and patriotic, obtains no acquittal in Lord Acton's court.
It has often been pointed out that the Terror was closely connected with the war; that it began with Brunswick's